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Monday 22nd March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Well, another term has passed, and The Forest school and its community continue to manage 
the many different challenges that are thrown our way.  We are blessed of course to have 
such amazing staff, children, parents and carers.  The school has been a vibrant and delightful 
place to be these last few weeks; we have children playing and smiling and engaged in their 
learning and I'm ever more aware of the significant role that we all play in raising a child 
together. 
 
As we come to the end of yet another remarkable term, I just wanted to update you on a 
couple of things. 
 
School will finish at 12.30 on Friday 26th March and will remain closed to students until 
Tuesday 13th April. After this our Friday finish time will go back to 2.00 pm.  We do continue 
to have exceptionally high staff absence and we are working our way through that as best we 
can without having too much of an impact on you or your child. 
 
I know when I wrote to you last time that I had said that lateral flow testing did not need to 
happen over Easter.  This situation has now been revisited by central government and they 
have made the decision that they WQULD like this to continue so that they can maintain a 
clear intelligence of infection rates locally.  Therefore, we will be sending further testing kids 
home with your child this week and would ask that you continue to test throughout the 
holiday period on Wednesdays and Sundays.  Headteachers have been asked to support with 
contact tracing and so if at any point at all you get a positive result if you could let me know 
by email then that would be most helpful (headteacher@forest.n-yorks.sch.uk). 
 
The current shielding recommendation is paused as of 31st March and so most of our children 
will be back after that; I imagine that there may be some further guidance out quite soon and 
so obviously I will keep my eye out for that and let you know of any changes. 
 
It is so lovely now that the weather has taken a turn for the better; the sunshine has brought 
daffodils, and these have always been a lovely sign of the beauty of nature to me.  I hope that 
they lift your spirits in the same way. 
 
Please take care and have a lovely Easter break. 
 

 
Michelle Farr 
Headteacher 
The Forest School 
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