
Matilda Chapter 5: Arithmetic

Matilda's parents are not as mean to her straight after

thinking they have been haunted by a ghost. A week

later, Mr Wormwood is mean again.

He comes home feeling happy. He has sold some cars and

made lots of money. He tells Michael to write down the sums

to work out how much money he has made. He tells Michael

how much the cars cost him to buy and how much he has
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sold them for.

At work, it took Mr. Wormwood 10 minutes to work it out by

writing it down. Before Michael has worked out the total

amount of money Mr. Wormwood has made, Matilda has

worked it out, in her head! Mr. Wormwood thinks Matilda has

cheated and seen the answer on the paper in his hand. He

says, "No one in the world could give the answer just like that,

especially a girl! You're a little cheat!"
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Matilda says she couldn't have seen the answer. She is

not close enough.

Mrs. Wormwood comes into the living room with fish and chips

for tea. Mr. Wormwood tells her what he thinks of

Matilda and, sitting down to eat on the sofa, says, "Turn

the telly on and let's have no more talk."
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